Curriculum Handbook

Chapter 1. Authority

Curriculum committees in the California Community College system derive their legal authority
from both state and district regulations. Education Code §70902(b)(7) gives local academic
senates the right “to



1.2. Role and Mission of the Curriculum Committee

The Curriculum Committee exists to evaluate and make recommendations primarily on matters
related to credit and noncredit curriculum. Through careful study and open discussion, the
committee acts to ensure that the college’s curriculum has consistent quality, rigor, and
compliance with state regulations and standards, as well as district policies and procedures.

As described by Administrative Procedure 4020, the Curriculum Committee is charged with
establishing processes for the review of new and revised courses and programs, including:

e timelines and limits for these processes

= roles and responsibilities of those reviewing and approving curriculum
e publication of changes and maintenance of records

e and use of a range of delivery systems and modes of instruction

Course and program additions, deletions, or significant changes in program requirements or in
course outlines must be voted upon by this committee. According to the Academic Senate by-
laws, the Curriculum Committee shall:

1. Develop written procedures and deadlines for all credit and noncredit curriculum
submission and approval. The Senate is to approve processes and procedures.

2. Review and make recommendations on new courses and new programs proposals and
on course and program revisions. Ensure that all additions; and/or changes in course
outlines and program outlines comply with curriculum regulations and development
criteria.



1.3.  Curriculum Review and Development

Curriculum Committee members are expected to read all course, certificate, and degree
proposals assigned to them, focusing on the following:

e The overall academic integrity of the proposals and their function within the college

e Appropriateness to the mission statement of the California Community Colleges system

e Consistency with the college’s mission and values statements

e Congruence with the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office development
criteria, as listed in the Program and Course Approval Handbook

Moreover, they are to ensure consistency of course content, learning objectives, methods of
evaluation, instruction, assessment, standards of reading and writing, and other elements
discussed in more detail in Chapter 6.

The committee is also responsible for being familiar with and applying the rules and regulations
governing curriculum from the following authorities:

e California Education Code

= (California Code of Regulations, title 5

e Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC)
« Napa Valley College Board Policies and Administrative Procedures

1.4. References and Resources

Academic Senate for California Community Colleges, Ensuring Effective Curriculum Approval
Processes: A Guide for Local Senates (2016).

California Code of Regulations, title 5 855002 Standards and Criteria for Courses.


https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/nvccd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CHCSHZ72D7i6
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/nvccd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CHCSHZ72D7i6
https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/nvccd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BGF2PA031D33
https://www.napavalley.edu/programs-and-academics/academic-affairs/academic-senate/Academic%20Senate%20Bylaws_rev.2.8>aoorder[0 0 0]/H/o03 0 R/S/H2>><</K 118iR/S/L>><8/L>><8/L>_ 25 07721712 299. 61 .6535950.403332 127.558]/Str2ctParent 13/Subtype/Link/T

(Edited 05/29/2024, Recommended by CC on 08/22/2024; approved by Academic Senate on
09/12/2024)
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